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Weekend Classic rewards players who make good decisions before the first pitch. The opening six-game stretch can shape the
whole run, so do not build around big names alone. You need pitchers you can read, hitters whose swings feel natural, and
enough speed to cover mistakes in the field. If you are filling a few gaps in Diamond Dynasty, MLB 26 stubs can help you finish
the lineup without settling for a poor fit.

Build the rotation around comfort

Tarik Skubal is a strong left-handed anchor. His sinker and circle changeup force awkward swings, especially when you work
both sides of the plate. Johan Santana gives you a different look, with a fastball that can reach 99 mph and a slow changeup
that ruins timing. Ranger Suarez is useful when opponents stack switch hitters. From the right side, Dustin May is the standout
because his delivery is hard to pick up. Ryan Sloan brings a 101 mph fastball, sinker, and cutter, while Felix Hernandez
remains a steady choice when you want control and dependable per-9 ratings.

Save the bullpen for the right moments

Trevor Hoffman should be high on most relief lists. His circle changeup can finish at-bats against either side of the plate.
Jonathan Broxton supplies velocity, though you will need to aim carefully. Keith Foulke works well as a matchup arm,
particularly with his strong clutch rating against left-handed hitters. Billy Wagner is the main left-handed answer, thanks to his
fastball and sharp changeup. Brooks Raley changes the pace, and Erik Miller adds a deceptive delivery with a tough sinker.
Aaron Ashby is a useful lower-cost option when you need a lefty who can face right-handed bats.

Prioritise swings, range, and lineup balance

Victor Martinez is the premier offensive catcher, but Adley Rutschman gives you more comfort behind the plate without
sacrificing switch-hitting ability. Jason Varitek and Ethan Salas are also worth a look. At first base, Albert Pujols, David Ortiz,
Stan Musial, Kyle Schwarber, and Miguel Cabrera all bring serious damage. Ray Durham and Jeff McNeil make second base
flexible, while Troy Tulowitzki, Jesus Made, Leo De Vries, and Josuar Gonzalez give shortstop plenty of speed and power. Angel
Genao, Adrian Beltre, Franklin Arias, and Nolan Arenado cover third base in very different ways. A quick comparison helps
when you are choosing between similar cards: Position - Primary choices - Main strength: Catcher - Martinez, Rutschman -
hitting or defence; Shortstop - Tulowitzki, Made - power or speed; Centre field - Beltran, Jones - range and switch-hitting; DH -
Alvarez, Soto - contact and power.

Use the final spots with a clear plan
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Carlos Beltran is still a superb centre fielder, while Andruw Jones offers excellent defence and a reliable swing. Mike Sirota and
Max Clark are better fits when speed matters. In the corners, Mike Trout, Theo Gillen, Ken Singleton, Cody Bellinger, and Zyhir
Hope let you add more offence without asking them to cover centre field every inning. Yordan Alvarez is the obvious
designated hitter when you want maximum power. Juan Soto gives you a quicker swing and better all-field contact. Lance
Berkman and the Finest Carlos Beltran are smart alternatives if you want switch-hitting production. Test the players in a few
games first; a card that looks perfect on paper may not suit your timing. Spending carefully on cheap MLB 26 stubs is most
useful when it helps you buy a player you will actually trust in the late innings.
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